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PARISH CLERK: Sara Archer, 204 Monkton St, Monkton, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 4JN 
Tel:01843 821989    E: clerk@monktonparish.co.uk  

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
4th September 2023 at 7:00pm Monkton Methodist Church

Present	Parish Councillors   Davina Ransom [DR], Steve Bennett [SB], Andy Kershaw [AK]

In Attendance	Sara Archer – Clerk, District Cllr Abi Smith, KCC Councillors Derek Crow-Brown & Linda Wright, David Mills, Manager MFC & Jamie Smith, Secretary MFC plus 7 members of the public.		
	

30/23-24	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from Cllr Gilly Brown (Holiday), and Cllr Jason Button (Sick)
	
31/23-24            	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
No interests declared.
	
32/23-24	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Members of the public were invited to make comments and raise any concerns they would like the Parish Council to address.
· A resident brought to the attention of the Parish Council that broken glass had been found in the children’s play area. The monitoring of the CCTV in this area was discussed.  It was explained that although the Parish Council regularly inspect the area, it is impossible to be under constant monitoring, and residents were encouraged to be supportive and remove anything deemed hazardous if safe to do so.
· An increase in dog fouling in the Recreation Ground was noted.  Discussion took place with regard to the unauthorised access points into the Recreation Ground.  The Parish Council would be taking action to make the fencing more secure to prevent access into the Grounds other than by the main entrance.
It was suggested that a designated dog walking area could be considered, similar to that at Manston Recreation Area.  The Clerk would also make enquiries with regard to the Dog Warden. 	Action SA
David Mills, Manager - Monkton Football Club, confirmed he had noted an increase in fouling on the pitches, however, this was mainly wildlife.
· The Parish Council were asked to reconsider implementing an Emergency Plan.  It was confirmed that supplies were held in the Village Hall which was adequately equipped for an emergency if needed.
· Concern was raised with regard to horse riders using the public footpaths.  This would be a particular issue in bad weather as the path would be left uneven and hazardous.

33/23-24	MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting held on 10th July 2023 as a true record.  These were proposed by Cllr Bennet and Seconded by Cllr Kershaw and duly signed by the Vice-Chair.
 		
34/23-24	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Cllr Ransom, Vice-Chair, indorsed the appointment of Andy Kershaw, who had completed the new Councillor training and was effortlessly settling into his role with the Council.
All other matters of relevance, including the breach in planning permission for 198 Monkton Street and issues at the play area, are covered elsewhere under the agenda.

35/23-24	FINANCIAL MATTERS
		a)  Members resolved to approve the Schedule of Payments below, which had been previously circulated.  		This was proposed by Cllr Bennett and seconded by Cllr Kershaw. 
		RW Jakeman - Repairs to noticeboard & barriers	£450.00 
HMRC - Employee PAYE	 			£284.20 
Kent Logs - Self closing gate mechanism	 	£393.60 
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses	  
D. Buckett - Internal Audit fees	 		£372.50 
S. Archer - Clerk's expenses - stationary	 	£71.03 
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses	 
ATS - Payroll services	 			£132.00 
KALC - Training fees - Dynamic cllr	 	£60.00 
KALC - Training fees - Intro to Planning	 	£60.00 
Landscape Services - Grounds Maintenance	£1,574.64 
		Receipts:	
HMRC - VAT reclaim 	 			£6,747.80
	 	b) The banking reconciliations for July and August were considered and approved.  
		This was proposed by Cllr Bennett and seconded by Cllr Kershaw.
c)  The Clerk advised that a grant of £1000 to assist with the cost of living crisis had been awarded to the Parish Council, via KALC.  This would be donated to the Thanet Foodlink Charity.  An official letter of acceptance had been received from Julie Wickenden, Treasurer of Thanet Foodlink.  It was therefore agreed to transfer the monies to the charity as soon as possible.
This was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Bennett.
		
36/23-24	PLANNING 	  					   
		a)  To note any new Planning Applications.
		FH/TH/23/0969 - College Farm House, Crispe Road, Acol
Erection of 2no single storey side extensions and 1 no single storey rear extension following demolition of existing conservatory, side and rear extensions, erection of new porch and entrance way to front elevation including alterations to the front bays, together with alterations to the fenestration, erection of a juliet balcony to first floor rear elevation and the erection of new garage following demolition of existing.
No objections raised.

F/TH/23/0972 - 198 Monkton Street, Monkton
Variation of condition 2 of planning permission F/TH/21/1877 for the "Erection of a two storey 3-bed dwelling with associated parking and landscaping" to allow the erection of single storey rear extension and dormer to the rear creating a six bedroom dwelling.
Significant breach in planning conditions noted.  Application asked to be called-in to the Planning Committee.  Enforcement contacted to investigate the breach.  Objections to the application submitted.

b) F/TH/23/0299 - Land To The Rear Of 146 To 150, Monkton Street, Monkton  	PENDING
F/TH/23/0485 - Unit 1 , Ivy Way, Monkton  					PENDING
TPO/TH/23/0910 – 30 Seamark Close, Monkton  					GRANTED
TPO/TH/23/0727 - 6 Old Orchard Drive, Monkton					GRANTED
		F/TH/23/0661 - Phases 1B And 2D North Of Spitfire Way And East Of Columbus Avenue
PENDING

37/23-24	INDIVIDUAL REPORTS
		To receive updates for the following:
a)  County Councillor – Cllr Crow-Brown confirmed that the public consultation regarding the proposed closure of 4 waste and recycling plants in the County had been delayed, however, Officers were listening to resident’s concerns and would be taking them on board. 
Cllr Crow-Brown had been liaising with Lezanne Ceazar, Highways Improvement Officer, raising concerns with regard to the impact of the numerous road closures on the surrounding villages and businesses.
It was noted that the Minster Road on the Acol/Monkton boundary would be unlikely have speed restriction measures introduced due to the traffic statistics.
Cllr Linda Wright expressed her disappointment that the new housing development in Margate did not meet level 5 energy efficiency levels and felt this should be addressed with future developments.  
Cllr Wright advised that her concerns regarding the dentistry of children under the age of 10 had been noted and the Headteachers at Birchington and St Nicholas Primary Schools had expressed an interest in trialling the supply of toothbrushes and toothpaste to their students.  Discussions were in progress with the dental companies to sponsor the initiative.

b)  District Councillors – Cllr Abi Smith reported that the motion to consider a moratorium on larger housing developments had been included on the Cabinet agenda for consideration and would be debated at the Full Council Meeting in October.  This would hopefully encourage TDC to pause the Local Plan and address the infrastructure as a priority.
It was noted that Sunningdale Housing Developments had gone into administration.  Cllr Smith would be meeting with the TDC Planning Manager to discuss the impact of the situation further.
Household Support Grants were available for eligible families who would be contacted direct if appropriate.

c)  Parish Councillors – Cllr Kershaw advised he had reported the leaking drain on the A28 near Millers Lane, to Southern Water who were investigating the leak and will be repairing in due course.
The drains at Willets Hill were being cleaned following the recent heavy rainfall, and the drainage ditch at the rear of Seamark Close had been inspected and was free from debris.
Cllr Kershaw would ask that the two drains at the entrance of Seamark Close were included on the cleansing schedule for September.
Cllr Kershaw had reported two incidents of flytipping which had since been addressed.


		d)  Ward Police Officer – No report available.

e)  Community Warden – No report available.

38/23-24	MONKTON FOOTBALL CLUB
David Mills – Manager MFC was invited to address the meeting.  He advised there were a number of rotten sleepers in need of being replaced.  Cllr Ransom would make enquiries with a supplier for replacements.  It was noted that sleepers may no longer be suitable so other materials would be investigated.   	Action DR
MFC would be carrying out remedial works in the Pavilion to improve the facility, including replacing internal doors.
The publicising of the Football Club was discussed.  The Clerk would forward details of the editor of the newsletter to David for him to liaise about the inclusion of an article to promote the Club and it’s facilities.  David was also reminded he could promote the Club on the Monkton Chat facebook page.
The Football Club continued to monitor and address litter issues at the Recreation Ground, particularly following training and match sessions.
Vandalism had increased, damage to various pieces of equipment had been noted.
One of the safety barriers had become stiff.  It was agreed that Robert Jakeman would be asked to look at the barrier and advise whether replacement was necessary.					Action SA

39/23-24	RECREATION GROUND AND PLAY AREA
		A written inspection report had been completed by Cllr Bennett with no issues to note.
The self-closing mechanism had been fitted onto the gate and was functioning appropriately, however, there had been a couple of incidences whereby the gate had been physically wedged open.  Discussion took place regarding the removal of the lower bolt to prevent this occurring.  This option would be explored further.

40/23-24     	HIGHWAYS
Cllr Kershaw had advised on outstanding highways issues under item 37 (c). 

41/23-24	APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES
Cllr Ransom advised of the following appointed representatives, (the lead Councillor highlighted in bold):
Recreation Ground – 	Play Area Inspections			Bennett/Kershaw
			Organisation of repairs & maintenance	Bennett/Kershaw
			Inspection Rota				Ransom/All to participate
Monkton Newsletter - 	Monthly news article 			Brown/Ransom/Kershaw
Facebook Admin - 						Brown/Ransom/Button/Kershaw
Highways – 		Reporting/following up issues		Kershaw/Button
Planning - 							Brown/Ransom/All to input 
Finance - 		Banking Authorisation			Brown/Ransom/Bennett
					Audit checks prior to meetings		Bennett/Button
		Monkton FC - 		Liaison					Button/Bennett
		Meetings - 		Thanet Area Committee			Brown/Button
					Thanet Rural Regeneration Group		Ransom/Kershaw
					Campaign to Protect Rural England	Bennett/Kershaw

42/23-24	NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be held on 6th November, 7:00pm in the Methodist Church.

Future meetings were discussed.  The Parish Council requested they were permitted to hold meetings on a Monday evening in the Village Hall as they had previously as it was felt to be a more conducive environment to hold a meeting.  It was advised that this would not be possible due to a regular booking which was a substantial income for the Hall.  Thursday or Friday evenings were offered, however, it was explained that these days were not convenient as the day of the Parish Council meetings were dictated by the surrounding Parish Council’s Meetings.  It was suggested that the acoustics and size of the Methodist Church made it a more appropriate venue for the meetings.

43/23-24	EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC
Under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public will be excluded by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted during this item.


The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8:00pm.



                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
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