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PARISH CLERK: Sara Archer, 204 Monkton St, Monkton, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 4JN 
Tel:01843 821989    E: clerk@monktonparish.co.uk  

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
10th July 2023 at 7:00pm Monkton Methodist Church

Present	Parish Councillors   Gilly Brown [GB], Davina Ransom [DR], Jason Button [JB], Steve Bennett [SB]

In Attendance	Sara Archer – Clerk, District Cllr Abi Smith, KCC Councillor Derek Crow-Brown plus 5 members of the public.		
	

Members of the public were invited to make comments and raise any concerns they would like the Parish Council to address.
· Concern was raised regarding the grass verges at Willets Hill.  Despite being cut back, the weeds at the edge of the fields remained tall and the cars parked near to the bend made it blind to see oncoming vehicles.  The Clerk would contact Landscape Services to strim the overgrowth more adequately.
· It was noted that cars were still parking at the entrance to the access road at the Recreation Ground regardless of the signage requesting no parking. Parking enforcement was discussed and it was agreed that Cllr Brown would approach the farmer to explore options to address the parking issues.				Action: GB 
· Concern was noted regarding the children’s crossing point to enter the School.  KCC Highways had responded to a complaint raised about parking restrictions and the use of traffic cones on the road, removing all unauthorised cones. This subsequently required the children’s road crossing point to be moved back to the original gated entrance opposite the bus stop and was deemed unsafe.  It was confirmed that KCC no longer supported the ‘loan a cone’ scheme, therefore, raising liability issues for any person using an unauthorised cone to obstruct the highway.  It was acknowledged that the roads would inevitably get busier as the housing developments were built, consequently making them increasingly unsafe.

16/23-24	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from KCC Cllr Linda Wright, District Cllr Sam Bambridge and Community Warden Karl Ayelett.
	
17/23-24	CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR
Following an informal interview, Andy Kershaw had been invited to be co-opted on the Parish Council. The other candidates were thanked for their interest in the role, and the support offered to the Parish Council. All relevant forms were duly signed and completed.

18/23-24            	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
Cllr Ransom declared an interest in item 24 – Planning Application TPO/TH/23/0727 and would not partake in any discussions surrounding this application.
	
19/23-24	MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting held on 15th May 2023 as a true record.  These were proposed by Cllr Ransom and Seconded by Cllr Button and duly signed by the Chair.
 		
20/23-24	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Cllr Brown welcomed Andy Kershaw as the new Parish Councillor following the co-option process.
It was felt his understanding of our community through his involvement with various activities and aspects of village life made him an ideal candidate.
Thanks were also expressed to the other people who showed an interest in the vacancy – it was encouraging to see new people wanting to get involved and the Parish Council will certainly take on board the various ideas put forward when we met with them.
All other matters of relevance are covered elsewhere under the agenda.

21/23-24	FINANCIAL MATTERS
		a)  Members resolved to approve the Schedule of Payments below, which had been previously circulated.  		This was proposed by Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr Bennett. 
		SLCC - Clerk's membership	£139.00 
KALC - Membership fees	 	£338.02 
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses
Viking Fireworks - Coronation fireworks event £2,400.00 
CPRE - Membership fees	 	£60.00 
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses	
Javes Security - Alarm Service 	 £72.00 
CS Heating - Boiler Service	 £96.00 
TRRG - Membership subs	 £25.00 
Unity Trust - Bank Charges	 £18.00
Receipts
KALC – Cost of Living Crisis grant  £1000.00

	 	b) The banking reconciliations for May and June were approved.  
		This was proposed by Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr Bennett.
c)  The internal audit report was duly noted.  David Buckett had advised this would be his final year for carry out the audits as he was to retire.  He was thanked for his support during the past few years.  The Clerk would make enquiries for his replacement.
The report had made recommendations which had been actioned accordingly.  The budget report and financial regulations were to be reviewed regularly, as per items 21(d & e).  The Clerk’s appraisal would be recorded and minuted at the next meeting, and consideration would be given to enrolling the Clerk into the pension scheme as per the suggestion from David Buckett. 				         Action GB/SA
d) The Clerk had previously circulated the budget update for Q1 which was noted.  No comments were made and the report was approved.
This was proposed by Cllr Ransom, and seconded by Cllr Button.
e) The financial regulations had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting for consideration.  No comments were made and the review of the policy was approved.
This was proposed by Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr Bennett.
		
22/23-24	PLANNING 	  					   
		a)  To note Planning Applications and subsequent decisions.
		TPO/TH/23/0727 - 6 Old Orchard Drive, Monkton
		TH/TPO/10(1999) - 1No Sycamore - Cut back overhanging branches by 4m
Cllr Ransom declared an interest in this application and did not participate in discussions or the decision making process.
		The Parish Council had considered this application and submitted objections to the proposal.

		F/TH/23/0661 - Phases 1B And 2D North Of Spitfire Way And East Of Columbus Avenue
Erection of 29No general industrial units (Use Class B2), and 8No 2-storey office units and 3-storey office block with roof terrace (Use Class E(g), together with associated access road, parking and landscaping
The application was considered.  Landscaping was encouraged as with all applications in this area.  Parking concerns were noted and the requirement for additional parking capacity would be raised.

F/TH/23/0485 – Unit 1, Ivy Way, Monkton
Erection of a two storey building for Light Industrial (Use Class E)
It was noted that the proposal required the removal of four parking spaces in order to accommodate the application and erect another building.  Parking concerns were raised and suggested sufficient parking should be included in the proposal.

TH/TPO/29 (1981) – 30 Seamark Close, Monkton
1No Black Ash (T1) – Pollard to 9 meters
The tree had been viewed and overhanging branches across the access track to the Recreation Ground were visible, with one large branch already broken off and causing considerable damage, it was agreed to support the application.  The potential danger to pedestrians using the access track, and the homeowner were noted. 


b) F/TH/23/0299 - Land To The Rear Of 146 To 150, Monkton Street, Monkton PENDING
F/TH/23/0461 - Land North Of Spitfire Way And East Of, Columbus Avenue 	PENDING
F/TH/23/0444 - Land West Of, Invicta Way, Monkton				GRANTED
F/TH/23/0514 - Land North Of Spitfire Way And East Of, Columbus Avenue	PENDING

23/23-24	INDIVIDUAL REPORTS
		To receive updates for the following:
a)  County Councillor – Cllr Derek Crow-Brown advised he had been approached by a resident to enquire about double yellow lines at the bottom of Willets Hill.  It was confirmed this issue should be added to the Highways Improvement Plan and submitted to KCC for consideration.			Action SA
Cllr Crow-Brown confirmed that KCC were launching a consultation regarding the proposed closure of 4 waste and recycling plants in the County.  The most relevant being the potential closure of the Richborough Site.  Resident’s were strongly encouraged to comment on the proposal. It was noted that the Parish Council had made representation to the leader of KCC highlighting their concerns regarding the proposed closure.

b)  District Councillors – Cllr Abi Smith reported that the housing development for 95 houses at Monkton Road, Minster had been rejected.  A full council meeting was being held at TDC on 13th July, and a motion to consider a moratorium on larger housing developments had been included on the agenda for consideration.  Cllr Smith was also chasing the waste department to remove the waste from the Nature Reserve which hadn’t been collected since November 2022.
TDC had committed to building 160 affordable homes in the next five years.

c)  Parish Councillors – Cllr Ransom advised she would no longer be attending the CPRE meetings following the meeting to be held on 18th July.  A different representative would be appointed at item 28.

		d)  Ward Police Officer – No report available.
e)  Community Warden – Karl Ayelett was unable to attend, however, he submitted the following statement which was read by the Clerk:
I have no incidents to report from Monkton and I continue to visit the village regularly.
Please don’t hesitate to contact myself via telephone or email if I can be any assistance. 
The community warden service is unfortunately undergoing funding cuts, our budget is being effectively halved.  This will mean a reduction in warden numbers throughout Kent.  I do not at this stage know how this will affect rural Thanet including Monkton and Minster.  A 12-week public consultation will commence on the 12th of July.  I would encourage any interested parties both council and public to go to the KCC website if they would like to have their opinions heard in relation to forthcoming cuts as part of the consultation process.

24/23-24	RECREATION GROUND
The recent theft of new football balls from the football club had been noted.  The CCTV images would be examined and any relevant information passed on to the authorities accordingly.
No growth of ragwort had been noted to date.

25/23-24	PLAY AREA
		A written inspection report had been completed by Cllr Bennett with no issues to note.
The self-closing mechanism had been fitted onto the gate and was functioning appropriately. The overgrown grass has been reported to the landscape company who had addressed the issue promptly.
It was suggested that additional water butts were placed around the Pavilion.  This would be explored and enquiries made for potential donations of the equipment.					Action DR 

26/23-24	REVIEW OF FIREWORKS DISPLAY
The event had received very positive comments.  The potential for a similar event in celebration of the D-Day Anniversary in 2024 would be discussed in more detail at the next meeting.

27/23-24     	HIGHWAYS
Cllr Brown confirmed the leaking manhole opposite the Nature Reserve had been reported and followed up as it was still in need of repair.  Southern Water were due to repair the leak in due course. Reference numbers and contact details had been provided and the matter was in hand.

28/23-24	APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES
Councillors were asked to provide details of their availability for the various roles and attendance at external meetings, to Cllr Brown who would collate the information and allocate responsibilities accordingly.  Details would be confirmed at the next meeting.		


29/23-24	DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be held on 4th September (Apologies noted Cllr Brown), 7:00pm in the Methodist Church.

Future meetings:  6th November 2023.


The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8:05pm.



                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
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