Monkton
FParish Council

PARISH CLERK.: Sara Archer, 204 Monkton St, Monkton, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 4JN
Tel:01843 821989 E. clerk@monktonparish.co.uk

Present

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
25" March 2019 at 7:00pm at Monkton Village Hall.

Parish Councillors John Way [JW], Chris Ransom [CR], Steve Bennett [SB] Gilly Brown [GB]

In Attendance Sara Archer - Clerk, KCC Councillor Emma Dawson, TDC Clir Derek Crow-Brown, TDC Clir Reece

Pugh plus 10 members of the public.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the KCC and District Councillors.

70/18-19

71/18-19

72/18-19

73/18-19

74/18-19

75/18-19

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Clir Teresa Brown, PCSO Forsyth

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

It was resolved to accept the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4™ February 2019.
These were proposed by ClIr Chris Ransom, seconded by CliIr Gilly Brown and signed by the
Chairman as a true record.

CHAIRMANS REPORT

Cllr Way advised the Parish Council elections would be taking place in May. Residents were
encouraged to apply, more information about the post and what is involved was available from the
KALC and the Clerk. Nomination forms should be collected from and returned to TDC before the
submission deadline of 3" April. Clir Ransom offered to assist applicant’s with the completion of the
forms.

Cllr Way also offered thanks on behalf of the Parish Council to Mrs Gunton for her work in maintaining
the War Memorial garden and to the Safety Barrier Team — Mr & Mrs Smith and Mr Stephenson.

COMMUNITY PAYBACK

Following the initial contact made by the Clerk, Clir Bennet confirmed he had recently met with the
Probation Services Co-Ordinator to discuss potential projects for the Community Payback Team
which included litter picking through the Village and maintenance work at the Recreation Ground. He
advised that materials for the project would need to be supplied by the Parish Council and the team
would be closely supervised by the Co-Ordinator.

RECREATION GROUND

a) ClIr Bennett confirmed he had performed a visual check of the Play Area, there were no issues with
the equipment.

Arrangements for a full ROSPA safety inspection to be carried out had been made, the date of
inspection was to be confirmed by Wicksteed.

b) The issue of speeding along the access road to the Recreation Ground and the use of potential
restrictions were discussed. The Clerk had received a response from the land owner which had been
circulated to the Parish Council prior to the meeting. The landowner in principal had no objections to
the use of speed restrictions, however, required indemnification against any claim arising from their
use, via a Solicitor. A resident in Seamark Close had also raised concern with regard to the use of
speed humps.

Potential solutions to the speeding issues were considered and it was agreed that Clir Way would
arrange a meeting with the Football Club to discuss the appointment of a marshal.

c) Clir Way offered a short explanation of the current problem regarding the safety barriers. In view of
the recent suspicious activity at the Recreation Ground, it had been decided to leave the safety
barriers raised until further notice. Volunteers to assist with the lowering and raising of the barriers
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76/18-19

77/18-19

78/18-19

would be welcomed. Cllr Ransom offered to help when he was able and Mrs Johnson would make
enquiries with members of the Resident’s Association.

FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Members resolved to approve the Schedule of Payments which had been previously circulated.
Cheques signed as appropriate. Proposed by Clir Way and seconded by Clir Ransom.

b) CliIr Gilly Brown advised that with the progression of the Neighbourhood Plan, it was felt it

would be beneficial for the Parish Council to become members of the CPRE (Campaign to Protect
Rural England). Following the recent successful meeting, 15 members had been appointed onto the
steering group for the Plan. The remit had been considered and it was agreed to approach CPRE for
additional information and to invite them to attend a meeting to discuss the requirements of the Plan
further. It was also acknowledged that two very kind gentlemen in the village had both made a
donation of £500 each to initiate the project. Much thanks were extended for their generosity.
Enquiries had been made with regard to the membership of the Parish Council to CPRE which would
cost £36.00.

It was proposed by Clir Way and seconded by Clir Ransom to approve the application for membership
to CPRE.

¢) The Clerk presented the Serco contract and gave a short explanation of the services provided. It
was considered that the contract should be renewed at the discounted rate for a further 2 years.
This was proposed by Clir Way and seconded by Clir Brown.

d) The Clerk reported on the progress of the installation of a new community defibrillator. The Clerk
confirmed she had been liaising with the Community Warden, Tony Gander, who was currently
supervising a project to install defibrillators in the surrounding villages and had offered one to
Monkton free of charge. The Parish Council would need to fund an external lockable cabinet for the
machine, however, the Clerk had approached KCC Clir Emma Dawson for assistance with this. The
Clerk also reported that the Primary School and Village Hall Committee had been approached to
consider whether the AED could be placed on their external wall. The machine required to be seen
clearly from the road and needed a constant power supply. Both the School and The Village Hall
Committee had kindly given permission for the installation on their premises. The Village Hall
Committee had also offered to fund the installation costs. The Parish Council extended their thanks
to both organisations and agreed to accept the generous offer made by the Village Hall Committee.
Community Lifesavers had also been approached with regard to the project and they had offered
training sessions for members of the public free of charge.

The Clerk advised that the grant applications would be submitted after the elections in May and the
project would then be progressed.

HIGHWAYS

a) ClIr Bennett reported that he had liaised with Paul Valek, KCC Highways regarding the significant
amount of mud on the road at the western end of the Village and clearing the drains accordingly. He
would remind him of the problem and ask for it to be addressed as soon as possible.

INDIVIDUAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

a) County Councillor — Clir Dawson advised that she had followed up the drainage issues at Willets
Hill with Paul Valek and they had since been cleaned. A number of strategies were being put in place
to prepare for Brexit including highways maintenance work, elearning and the appointment of an
Emergency & Resilience Team. Clir Dawson would be visiting Manston Airport to explore the
provisions taking place there and would report her findings at the next meeting.

Cllr Way offered thanks for her funding assistance with the Playgroup.

b) District Councillor — Clir Crow-Brown confirmed TDC had passed their annual budget and
commended the Cabinet and Financiers for their hard work in balancing the forecast. Unfortunately
cuts to services and staff were probable and assets were being reviewed for disposal. Clir Crow-
Brown commended the Parish Council and resident’s of Monkton for everything they do to improve
the Village. He confirmed he would be re-standing for election.

Cllr Pugh advised he had recently spoken against the decision to refuse a hotel development in
Margate which he felt would bring prosperity to the area. ClIr Pugh had been in contact with Simon
Day at TDC in order to share the District Authority’s Emergency Plan which he would share with Clir
ransom in due course. He had also spoken to the Tree Officer, Duncan Fitt, on behalf of a resident
with a positive outcome.

ClIr Pugh also thanked everyone for their support and confirmed he would also be standing in the
forthcoming elections.

c) PCSO — The PCSO was unable to attend, however, a report was submitted and read by the Clerk
as follows:

The main issues remain to be door to door sales and rogue traders.

Please be aware that some of these suspicious activities are also involving distraction techniques.
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79/18-19

80/18-19

81/18-19

82/18-19

Please do not open the door to strangers but if you do try not to engage with them. Some of these
door knockers are extremely pushy and intimidating and can be quite threatening. Report any
suspicious activity immediately through the appropriate channels, giving as much detail as possible.
Could I take this opportunity to ask you to be mindful of your elderly and vulnerable neighbours
regarding these issues?

There are rural community issues involving plant machinery theft, red diesel theft and hare coursing,
the rural task force are working hard on these matters. | am trying to marry up my shifts with them so
that | can do an attachment as | am sure that they have lots of interesting and useful pieces of
information which they can pass on.

All safety advice remains constant regardless of location, time of year or time of day. Keep all
valuables out of sight. Do not leave valuables in your vehicles. Ensure that your houses, cars, sheds
and garages are locked. Do not leave keys, bags or valuables near the main doors of your property
and do not leave your front or back doors open even if you are just popping down to the end of your
garden or putting your bins out for example.

| am being made aware of the parking issues not only surrounding the school but on a day to day
basis in the village. | have contacted Kathleen Turner who is now aware and | am hoping that this is
dealt with as a separate issue to the school problem, particularly Willet Hill. As you are aware, even if
the yellow lines were in place, at present the council do not have anybody to enforce the lines,
however | feel that it would still be a deterrent.

If you wish to look at crimes in your area you can log into Police.co.uk and enter your postcode.

d) Village Hall Committee — The village hall would be closed between 15" — 25" April during the
school holidays for maintenance. A new cleaner had been appointed.

e) Thanet Rural Regeneration Group — ClIr Teresa Brown was not in attendance therefore no report
was available.

f) Thanet Area Committee —Clir Way advised the next meeting would be in April, nothing further to
report. TDC were considering appointing a Liaison Officer to attend the meetings.

g) Parish Council Forum — Next meeting to be held on 4" April, nothing further to report.

h) MEC — Nothing to report.

i) Speedwatch — Clir Ransom confirmed the scheme was running well and there was nothing further
to report at this time.

PLANNING

a) A list of current Planning Applications had previously been circulated to the Clirs. All applications
available online via the TDC website.

F/TH/19/0251 — Royal Exchange, Millers Lane, Monkton

Councillors considered the above application and all were in agreement that the development should
be refused on the grounds of it being outside of the village envelope, safety concerns were also
raised as the road was unsuitable for heavy goods vehicles. It was proposed by CliIr Gilly Brown and
seconded by ClIr Way that the Parish Council would object to the application.

The decision to refuse permission for application F/TH/18/1354 was noted.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Clir Gilly Brown confirmed the position of the Plan previously under item 76/18-19 (b). Thanks were
expressed to the Community for their continued support.

EMERGENCY PLAN
Cllr Ransom advised he was awaiting a copy of the TDC Emergency Plan before progressing with the
village plan. Copies of the neighbouring villages plans would be shared.

DATE/TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next Parish Council meeting would be held on ERIDAY 10th May 2019, 7:30pm in the Village
Hall.

Future dates: 29th July, 30th Sept, 25th Nov

(Last Monday of the month, bi-monthly)

Members of the public were then invited to raise any matters of concern not already addressed within
the meeting.

- It was confirmed that no natification had been received with regard to a potential appeal for the land
adjacent to 150 Monkton St.

- The development at Hoo Farm was discussed and the Parish Council were asked to support the
objection in principal to the proposal. Concerns with regard to the extra pressure on amenities and
infrastructure were raised.

Signed.......c.oovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiies Date...iiiiiiiiiii i,



- In view of the recent stormy weather, enquiries with regard to the appointment of a Tree Warden
were made. It was confirmed that Mr Terry Marsh currently undertook the monitoring of trees in the
Village and he would be approached and invited to attend a training course and be appointed in a
more official capacity.

- It was confirmed the Parish Council had made representations to UK Power Networks regarding the
frequent power cuts recently suffered through the village.

- CliIr Gilly Brown advised that any candidates for the forthcoming elections were welcome to use the
facebook page for their campaign.

The meeting closed at approximately 20:30hrs.
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