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PARISH CLERK: Sara Archer, 204 Monkton St, Monkton, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 4JN 
Tel:01843 821989    E: clerk@monktonparish.co.uk  

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting 
held on 7th May 2026 at 7:00pm Monkton Village Hall

Present	Parish Councillors   Gilly Brown [GB], Davina Ransom [DR], Andy Kershaw [AK], Jason Button [JB]

In Attendance	Sara Archer – Clerk, KCC Cllr Luke Evans, Community Warden Gary Groombridge, Jamie Smith – Monkton Football Club, plus 15 members of the public.		
	
The Chair opened the meeting, welcomed everyone and thanked them for their attendance.  

Annual Parish Meeting

Members of the public were invited to make comments and raise any concerns they would like the Parish council to address.
Cllr Brown explained the usual conduct for public question time during Parish Council meetings. In future meetings, members of public will only be invited to speak during the designated item on the agenda, or through the Chair as appropriate.
- It was noted that the Ward Police Officer had been monitoring the parking during school drop off and pick up times. The enforcement was welcomed, along with the visual presence of the Community Warden. The implementation of double yellow lines was discussed but agreed this would not be a practical solution.
- The recent inconsiderate parking opposite the Foxhunter Caravan Park was raised. The licence agreement was discussed and the Clerk would make enquiries with TDC to establish the parking provision made in the agreement.  	Action SA
The current parking situation appeared to be inconsistent, with vehicles being parked on the highway in an inconsiderate manner. KCC Cllr Luke Evans advised he would make representation on behalf of the residents with regard to the parking issues,

Annual Parish Council Meeting

01/26-27	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr Gilly Brown was nominated to be elected as Chairman, this was proposed by Cllr Button and seconded by Cllr Kershaw, all were in favour.
Cllr Andy Kershaw was nominated to be elected as Vice-Chair by Cllr Brown, this was seconded by Cllr Ransom, all were in favour.

02/26-27	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from PC Owen Crush and Cllr Abi Smith.
	
03/26-27            	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
Acceptance of Office forms were completed.  Cllr Button declared a significant interest in item 9 regarding the Foxhunter planning application.
	
04/26-27	MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting held on 5th March 2026 and Annual Parish Meeting on 7th May 2025 as a true record.  These were proposed by 
Cllr Ransom and Seconded by Cllr Kershaw and duly signed by the Chair of the meeting.
 		
05/26-27	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Cllr Brown thanked the Councillors for their vote of support in re-electing her as Chair and offered her gratitude to Cllr Ransom for her support in the past year.
The year began with the VE Day celebration fireworks in May, which was well supported and enjoyed by villagers of all generations.
The Parish Council were able to organise for the drains and dykes to be inspected promptly after the significant flooding caused by a torrential storm in June, to ensure any obstructions were clear and had not contributed to the problems experienced. 
Also in June, Monkton Nature Reserve celebrated its 40th Anniversary, an event attended by Sir Roger Gale, local Cllrs and supporters. The Reserve is an amazing facility in our village, offering programmed activities for children during school holidays as well being a tranquil place to enjoy nature all year round.
Cllr Brown advised that interest had been shown in the vacancy for a new Parish Councillor following the resignation of Steve Were. The position would be advertised until end of May.  
Cllr Brown extended her thanks and appreciation to the Village Hall Committee for arranging and often hosting a wide range of social events for villagers throughout the year.
 A number of clubs and activities take place at the Village Hall for all ages and interests, including the return of a Christmas pantomime which was hugely successful.
The Village has also seen the Methodist Church open for club and social activities. Details of the regular events being held can be found in the Newsletter. The Parish Council is making enquiries to submit an application for funding under TDC’s Pride in Place funding scheme. This would be used towards the cost of necessary repairs on the building to improve it as a viable community venue. 
Throughout the year, the Parish Council is constantly engaged with a number of issues. Highways issues,  particularly speeding and parking are often being addressed and reported to relevant authorities – KCC Highways, Police, for action.
It was noted that KCC Highways have a very full agenda and a very limited budget – which is even more stretched with major resurfacing works on the A299 due to start this summer. 
Unfortunately, KCCs budget restraints, coupled with a low accident record in Monkton, results in a very low priority being given to village issues, however the Community Warden and Ward Police Officer have increased their visual presence, particularly around school drop off/pick up times, to address inconsiderate parking. 
The Parish Council have also been campaigning both through the planning process and direct with the owners, to reduce on street parking from the Foxhunter Caravan Park. Commercial vehicles are a particular concern, which restrict road width and visibility splays for neighbouring properties. 
Cllr Brown extended her thanks to Cllr Kershaw for ensuring highways matters were reported and addressed throughout the year, including potholes, drainage issues and fly tipping incidents.
Cllr Brown offered a recap on the significant planning development applications received during the year  – Coles Yard, Heyhill, Guildcrest and the additional units at the Foxhunters. Thanks were noted for the expert support from the Residents Association who have continued to raise concerns throughout the year, particularly in respect of the Guildcrest highways plans.
It was noted that the ROSPA inspection last year identified various, mainly minor, issues regarding the play area equipment. The Parish Council have recently engaged the services of the Minster Parish Council maintenance team to repair and maintain the Play Area.
The Parish Council have been liaising with Monkton Football Club throughout the year on various issues, and are currently supporting their application for funding to improve the playing surface of the pitches. The football club’s lease has been updated to reflect current use, and rent increased in line with the significant increases in maintenance costs at the Rec Ground. 
The CCTV improvements continued to be explored with an aim to upgrade and improve the facility in the forthcoming year.
Cllr Brown thanked everyone, including Officers and the public who have supported the Parish Council over the past year.
 
06/26-27	INDIVIDUAL REPORTS
		To receive updates for the following:
a)  County Councillor – Cllr Luke Evans advised of the financial improvements at KCC with the introduction of a new Commercial strategy resulting in £55m contracts being awarded to Kent companies. KCC have reduced debts and council tax bills were now lower than other areas. Thanet Way roadworks were due to commence next week and are scheduled to take 6 weeks with work continuing 24/7.

b)  District Councillors – No Councillors in attendance and no reports received.

c)  Parish Councillors – Cllr Ransom advised the Thanet Rural Regeneration Group was in the process of being formally disbanded with the funding held being distributed accordingly.

Cllr Brown had attended the Thanet Area Committee meeting which welcomed a presentation on the Local Government Review. 

d)  Kent Police – PC Owen Crush was unable to attend the meeting, however, he submitted a report which is appended to the minutes.

e)  Community Warden – Gary Groombridge reported as follows:
- Continue to do Visual presence around the village. 
- Continue to support the well-being group held in the Village Hall as much as possible. People can always ask me questions. 
- Contacted the Foxhunter holiday park, as a resident informed me, that their residents vehicles were parked outside the entrance on the Road. The manager is adamant that this doesn’t happen. I’m keeping an eye on the situation, nothing I can do at this point. 
- The school headmaster contacted me to ask if I could do some traffic management outside the school and down at the entrance to the football/recreation ground. I’ve been told again not to engage with nuisance parking and traffic issues. I contacted Thanet District Council enforcement concerning this and asked them if they can be a regular presence. I’ve had this problem in St Nicholas at Wade, and is also a problem in Minster. Mainly at school drop off and pick up times. 

- Still popping in to see one of the residents of Monkton. I helped sort out her shower hose that was blocked with limescale. 
- I also have been to see a lady along Monkton Street, concerning a welfare check to see if she was Okay, she was Okay at the time of calling. She has a young lively dog. 
I knocked on her door as I was passing last week to have another chat with her. But she didn’t answer the door. I will try again soon.
 
07/26-27	RECREATION GROUND & PLAY AREA
a) A written inspection report had been completed by Cllr Kershaw.  It was noted that the spinner had been de-commissioned for repairs which were in hand.  The relocation of the benches to a more suitable place in the play area was being considered.
b) The Clerk advised that the football club were currently exploring the following works:
- To repair potholes in the car park with road chippings and a roller.
- To clad over the garage door and the old entrance door using wooden shiplap cladding. 

- Additional speed limit and no parking sign to be placed down the track towards the farmers gate on same side as the existing signs.
- Exit doors possible replacement, currently fire doors. The Clerk confirmed that these could be replaced like for like by a competent installer.
c) The Clerk reported that the Football Foundation Pitch Power Grant window had now re-opened.
The Grass Pitch Maintenance agreement between the Parish Council and Monkton Football Club had been signed by the Manager and required a counter signature by the PC Chair.  This will then be submitted to the Football Foundation. 
The supplementary agreement between the football club and PC had also been signed by the Manager and required a counter signature by the Chair. Copies would be sent to the football club for their records.
											Action SA
d) It was noted that the football club had a Fun Day/Presentation event planned for 13th June. This would coincide with the village Open Gardens, however, the overlap time period did not seem too significant, and the Club were reminded to ask their visitors to park considerately. 
e) Communication issues had been identified. It was therefore suggested that going forward, the football club were to liaise with the Clerk in writing before carrying out any works or event planning. The Clerk would then confirm the Parish Council’s position to any such request, in writing.
It was noted that the User Agreement was to be reviewed annually at the Annual Parish Council Meeting. The document had recently been updated, however, it would be amended with the additional clause regarding communication to be put in writing. All parties were happy to approve the amendment to the Agreement.										Action SA

08/26-27	MEMORIAL BENCHES
a) The Clerk outlined the proposal from the Attwell family, to replace two damaged memorial benches at the Recreation Ground – Appended to the minutes.
The request was considered and approved unanimously.
Proposed: Cllr Brown, seconded: Cllr Ransom
The bench commemorating Mrs Dawson would be replaced with Charlie Woodcock’s bench and a plaque for Mrs Dawson would be appropriately installed on a bench in the Play Area.
Proposed: Cllr Brown, seconded: Cllr Button
b) It was agreed that the annual bench inspection and maintenance programme would be reintroduced.

09/26-27	PLANNING 	  					   
		a)  To note any new Planning Applications.
		F/TH/26/0281 – The Foxhunter Caravan Park, Monkton Street, Monkton
		This had been circulated for consideration. Comments from public were invited.
		The unsuitable parking provision, intrusive proximity to neighbouring properties were noted.
		All in agreement to object to the proposal.

KCC/TH/0050/2026 – Hydrogen Waste Facility, Manston Road, Margate
Application noted. Concerns raised with regard to the rural location and additional HGV traffic.

b)  To receive an update on previous applications:
OL/TH/24/1460 - Land South Of, Monkton Street, Monkton, Kent	PENDING
Further objection to the highways scheme submitted.
		
R/TH/25/1261 – Land rear of 96-102 Monkton Street, Monkton	PENDING
		FH/TH/26/0103 – 5 Millers Lane, Monkton			GRANTED

10/26-27     	HIGHWAYS
a) Cllr Kershaw advised of the following updates:
- Civil enforcement attended – bus stop parking
- Reported litter bins not being emptied frequently – improvement noted
- Potholes at Willets Hill reported for repair
- Parking issues included on HIP.

b) The potential implementation of inconsiderate parking notices was discussed. It was suggested that advice was sought from PC Crush prior to moving ahead with the proposal.			Action SA

11/26-27	FINANCIAL MATTERS
		a)  Members resolved to approve the Schedule of Payments below, which had been previously circulated.  		This was proposed by Cllr Button and seconded by Cllr Kershaw. 
		NEST DD - Clerk's pension	 
Quick Gardens Ltd - Clerk Office	 		£4,625.00 
Neil Cooper - Play Area repairs	 		£30.00 
Hugofox - Website domain hosting		£11.99 
NEST DD - Clerk's pension 
HMRC - Employee PAYE	
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses	
SNS - Email domain hosting	 		£406.58 
Unity Trust - Bank Charges	 		£7.00 
Mazars LLP - Audit fees (2025)	 		£252.00 
Hugofox - Website hosting fees	 		£11.99 
NEST - Clerk's pension	  
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses	 
KALC - Membership fees	 			£415.69 
Unity Trust - Service charge	 		£7.00 
Receipts:	
MFC - Lease payment	 			£208.00 
Pavilion Hire - Playgroup	 			£20.00 
Unity Trust - Bank Interest			£132.97 
MFC - Lease payment	 			£208.00 
TDC - Half Agency & Half Precept payment	£11,495.00

	 	b) The banking reconciliations for March and April were approved.  
		This was proposed by Cllr Button and seconded by Cllr Kershaw.

c)  The Clerk offered a short explanation of the income and expenditure for the Parish Council.  Information would be available on the website.  The accounts for year ending 2025-26 were approved, and Sections 1 & 2 of the Annual Return were duly signed.
This was proposed by Cllr Button and seconded by Cllr Kershaw.
		
d) The Chair outlined the Pride in Place Funding Scheme, a government funded initiative to regenerate and revitalise community spaces. Priority would be given to capital projects. It was proposed that the Parish Council would apply for funding to improve and upgrade the Methodist Chapel which was being developed  into an integrated and established part of the fabric and community of Monkton, providing a warm, secure central location, for worship, meetings, outreach projects and events.  All were in agreement with this proposal.

12/26-27	COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN
Cllr Ransom advised that volunteers had been requested via the social media pages and newsletter. To date, little response had been received, however, interest would be welcomed until the end of the month.
A reminder notice would be posted on the social media pages.				Action DR

13/26-27	POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
		The following policies and procedures had been circulated and reviewed:
IT Policy, Code of Conduct, Financial Regulations, Standing Orders, Internal Controls, Risk Management Statement.  No comments were made, therefore the policies were approved for the forthcoming year.
		This was proposed by Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr Ransom.

14/26-27	DATES OF THE NEXT MEETINGS
Future Parish Council meetings would be held on 2nd July, 3rd Sept, 5th Nov, 7pm Monkton Village Hall


The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8:30pm.


APPENDIX

Item 6/26-27 (d)
REPORT FROM PC CRUSH:
Thanet Villages
Total crime reports: 77 reports (28 marked as non-crime, one caution administered)

Monkton
· 17 calls were made to Monkton, which were overwhelmingly traffic related for incidents such as road traffic collisions and broken-down vehicles requiring police assistance.
· Just one crime report shown as recorded in Monkton for the month, an assault.

In addition to the above statistics, here is a selection of the work I have  been carrying out over the past month:

· This month has seen a particular rise in reports of catapults, particularly in the village of Minster. I have done my best to publish regular updates on this and have been really pleased with the fantastic response from members of the public who have provided information and assisted the investigation. One male was arrested on suspicion of weapon offences following a foot chase, with a catapult and ball bearings recovered. A second male was also detained and searched. I have been working closely with investigative colleagues to contact victims and witnesses and have also been conducting patrolling in the area to offer reassurance. 
· Whilst on routine patrol on the 8th April I stopped a vehicle of interest and conducted a drugs search. This led to the recovery of a large amount of suspected Class A drugs from the vehicle and a male arrested on suspicion of drug supply. He is currently on bail whilst detectives continue the investigation. 
· I am aware of the well-publicised reports of the fire in Pegwell, which Kent Fire and Rescue Service were quick to respond to. Kent Police have confirmed that an arson investigation is underway, and I will keep an eye on this investigation and let residents know about any updates.
· I have also been dedicating plenty of time to ‘on the beat’ foot patrol, speaking to residents about a variety of concerns and hopefully deterring anti-social behaviour. In addition to general policing duties and public engagement, this has yielded a positive stop search with drugs seized. Separately, one male was also arrested by me after he caught my attention, and checks showed that he was wanted by two other police forces for a variety of serious offences. I have made further similar arrests this month for ASB-related offences and court warrants. 
· I’ve arrested a male whilst I was on foot patrol having initially stopped his car to check his documents. Following a stop search and some enquiries, he was arrested on suspicion of drug driving and drug possession offences. 
· I have also been reviewing reports of nuisance parking in various villages, taking reports for antisocial behaviour, liaising with councillors, and have answered around thirty calls for service over the course of the last month. 


Item 8/26-27 (a) 
Memorial Benches:
Charlie Woodcock, a former resident of 138 Monkton St was a remarkable and larger-than-life character whose legacy continues to shape the heart of the village. In the 1970s, Charlie was a parish councillor and the driving force behind his vision to create a recreation ground that would serve the entire community. Alongside fellow founders Peter Attwell and Kenny King, he worked tirelessly to secure the use of centrally located farmland, transforming it into a shared space for sport, recreation and enjoyment.

Charlie’s vision was ambitious: a sports club for everyone, embracing football, cricket, and bat and trap. Through determination, he enrolled the whole community - from preparing the land to make the field (he recruited people on community service, and local farm workers to plough and flatten the field) Our elder sister remembers Charlie rounding up all the local children on working parties to literally walk every inch of the field removing stones and pebbles before the grass seed was sowed. He coordinated fundraising through events and a weekly bingo attended by many of the villagers to raise money and the trio successfully established Monkton Sports Club between them, which continues to thrive and evolve to this day as a vital part of village life.

Charlie was a good friend of the family, and regular visits to do the paperwork, review accounts, plan and shape the future of the club were a normal part of our lives. After his passing, Dad always continued to look out for Charlie’s dear wife Eadie, sharing her much loved tipple, a sherry and making sure she was alright.

For many of us, another legacy of Charlie’s will always be him remembered as Father Christmas, starting a tradition of bringing magic to the village each year by visiting children on Christmas morning with his sleigh and snowman (Jonathan!) delivering the ‘forgotten’ gifts. He also, together with local man Henry Clements set up the first weekly youth club to give the young people of Monkton a much needed somewhere to go.

The memorial bench serves as a lasting tribute to Charlie’s extraordinary contributions and impact he had on Monkton. Its current condition no longer reflects the respect and appreciation he deserves. So we propose that the bench be replaced with a new, durable structure, incorporating a plaque that honours his legacy and tells his story for future generations.
                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
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