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Tel:01843 821989    E: clerk@monktonparish.co.uk  

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 
10th May 2021 at 7:00pm via zoom.

Present	Parish Councillors   Gilly Brown [GB], Davina Ransom [DR], Chris Ransom [CR], Claire Beavis [CB], Steve Bennett [SB]

In Attendance	Sara Archer – Clerk, District Cllrs Trevor Roper & Reece Pugh, KCC Councillors Derek Crow-Brown and Linda Wright  plus 5 members of the public.		
	
01/21-22	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr Gilly Brown was nominated to be elected as Chairman, this was proposed by Cllr Davina Ransom and seconded by Cllr Chris Ransom, all were in favour.

02/21-22	ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
Cllr Davina Ransom was nominated to be elected as Vice-Chair by Cllr Gilly Brown, this was seconded by Cllr Claire Beavis, all were in favour.

03/21-22	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
		Apologies had been received from Cllr David Hart and Community Warden Karl Ayelett.
	
04/21-22            	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
		Acceptance of Office forms were completed.  No interests were declared.
	
05/21-22	MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the previous Virtual Parish Council meeting held on 29th March 2021 as a true record.  These were proposed by Cllr C Ransom and Seconded by Cllr C Beavis and duly signed by the Chair.
 		
06/21-22	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
        		Cllr Derek Crow-Brown and Cllr Linda Wright were both congratulated on being elected onto KCC.
		Cllr Brown reflected on the past year:
Due to Covid, all meetings have been conducted by Zoom, something unprecedented in the history of the Parish Council. Unfortunately this has resulted in less attendance and participation from villagers, something the Parish Council have tried to redress via comprehensive reports in the Village Newsletter and a regular news feed on our facebook site. However, from now on, meetings will be resumed in the village hall, and resident’s who have been unable to join via zoom will be welcomed back.
The Parish Council has shown its environmental credentials over the year with the planting of a community wood at the Recreation Ground and a tree in the Church grounds.
A village book exchange has also been set up this year, which is being well used by villagers, and a great way to access and reuse books.
A number of new planning applications and developments have been considered in Monkton. In all cases, the Parish Council have tried to represent village concerns fairly and impartially. This is not always easy when villagers hold differing points of view, however, it has been done to the best of our ability.
A programme of repairs to the play area has been completed and the long process of building a new play area at the Recreation Ground has been initiated. Other concerns including speeding in the village; pot holes, verges & footpaths cut back, and drainage problems have been investigated and addressed alongside many other requests from villagers for help and advice on a host of other issues.
In summary, Cllr Brown thanked the Councillors for their hard work over the year, and also our District and County Councillors for their much appreciated help and input too. In particular, thanks were extended to Cllr Reece Pugh for his continued assistance and support.  Thanks were offered to the villagers who have mastered the vagaries of Monkton’s internet to join the Zoom Meetings and whose attendance is appreciated.

07/21-22	FINANCIAL MATTERS
		a)  Members resolved to approve the Schedule of Payments below, which had been previously circulated.  		This was proposed by Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr C Ransom. 
		KALC (Training)	 		 £120.00 
SNS (Domain Hosting)		 £28.56 
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & Expenses	
FGS Agri - Winter Gritting Service	 £157.20 
HMRC - PAYE	 		 £77.60 
T. Marsh - Christmas Tree	 £220.00 
CPRE - Subscription		 £36.00 
S. Archer - Reimbursement	 £397.55 
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & Expenses
Bank charges	 		£18.00
	 	b) The banking reconciliations for March were approved.  
		This was proposed by Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr C Ransom.
c) The Clerk confirmed the Baxter’s Farm site Section 106 agreement had been passed to Iain Livingstone for his attention.  He advised he would be sending a planning enforcement officer to the site to ascertain whether the development had commenced or if the site was being cleared in preparation for the development.  Once this has been confirmed, the Section 106 monies will be payable.
		d) Cllr Brown advised that the Trustees of the Robinson Trust had very kindly offered to fund the 			replacement parts for the defibrillator. The Parish Council considered this offer and all were in agreement to 		accept their generosity.
		e) The donation from Mr Annett was discussed, suggestions for the allocation of the monies were put 			forward which included the play area, Christmas tree and picnic tables.  It was agreed to purchase new 		picnic benches for the Recreation Ground.
		This was proposed by Cllr Bennett and seconded by Cllr Brown.
f) Cllr Brown offered a short explanation of the income and expenditure for the Parish Council.  Information would be available on the website.  The accounts for year ending 2020-21 were approved, this was proposed by Cllr Bennett and seconded by Cllr C Ransom.
		
08/21-22	PLANNING 	  					   
		a)  To note Planning Applications and subsequent decisions.
		F/TH/21/0405 - Land West Of, Invicta Way, Monkton
Variation of condition 2 of planning consent F/TH/20/0616 Erection of 22 No two storey mixed use commercial units to allow revisions to the size and layout of units 23- 28, the layout of units 12-13 and 16-17 and the subdivision of unit 33 to create 2 units (33-34).
Defer to Planning Officer

F/TH/21/0409 - Land West Of, Invicta Way, Monkton
Variation of condition 2 of planning consent F/TH/17/1756 Erection of a concrete batching plant with workshop, office, storage units and concrete bays associated parking (Phase 1) together with erection of 10 commercial units with associated parking (Phase 2) to allow for amendments to parking to serve the units 
Defer to Planning Officer

F/TH/21/0491 - The Old Forge And Joinery, Monkton Court, Monkton
Change of use and conversion of 2no. buildings (Use Class B2) to 1no. 2- bed single dwelling and 1no. 3-bed 2-storey dwelling
Concern regarding the boundary wall was raised and the potential re	quirement to pollard the trees in the Churchyard.  The age and condition of the existing buildings were discussed and felt the structures would be inappropriate to use as outlined in the planning application. The development is outside of the village confines.
Proposed that the Parish Council recommend the application is refused.  A vote taken, 4 in favour and 1 against the proposal.

F/TH/21/0638 – Land Opposite 1 To 4, Millers Lane, Monkton
Erection of a two storey four bedroom dwelling with garage and associated works
No objections raised.

Updates on previous applications were noted as follows:
FH/TH/21/0260 – Permission Granted
OL/TH/20/0335 - Coles Yard – Tree Officer report received, Ecology Advice Service - further reptile and bat reports required.

09/21-22	INDIVIDUAL REPORTS
		To receive updates for the following:
		a)  County Councillor – 	Cllr Linda Wright introduced herself and offered her support as much as possible.
					Cllr Derek Crow-Brown congratulated the Parish Council on their recent 						endeavours regarding the tree planting etc… and also offered his support.
b)  District Councillors – Cllr Reece Pugh congratulated the two elected County Councillors.  There are teething problems with the introduction of new waste collection trucks, resident’s are encouraged to contact Cllr Pugh with any issues experienced.  TDC have committed to ‘No Mow May’.  The Local Plan Review includes calls for suitable temporary Travellers sites.  Cllr Pugh advised he is continuing to chase the Section 106 funding on behalf of the PC.
Cllr Roper congratulated Gilly and Davina on being re-elected.  The testing site at Ramsgate Port has now closed, however, the Birchington Centre remained open and tests were also available at the local pharmacists and Manston Airport.  Subscriptions for garden waste had re-opened.  21st May was the closing date for TDC call for site for the Local Plan review.  
		c)  Parish Councillors – Cllr Ransom advised he attended the Thanet Area Committee meeting.  Section 		106 monies were discussed, the developers advised they had to sell houses before monies were available. 
		d)  PCSO – No report available.
		e)  Community Warden – Karl Ayelett was unable to attend the meeting, however, he advised he was 			working closely with the PCSO.  Welfare checks had been carried out, concerns referred to the GP.
		
10/21-22	MONKTON FOOTBALL CLUB
Cllr Brown advised the Parish Council had been approached by the Football Club to request a reduction in the lease fees for the forthcoming year.  After consideration, it was proposed that the rent payment was not reduced, however, it could be payable in two instalments. The first payment in July and the second in September.  All Councillors were in agreement with the proposal.  
This was proposed by Cllr Brown and Seconded by Cllr Ransom.
The football club had also mentioned they were making enquiries into grant funding for improvements to the pitch.  This may be conditional on a seven year lease which would be considered further by the Parish Council when necessary.  The football club were also looking into replacing the storage units using grant funds.  The issue of the discarded insulation tape which littered the pitch after matches was discussed and the Club would be writing to all members and visiting teams to ensure this is addressed.
	
11/21-22	RECREATION GROUND
		a)  No written inspection report had been completed, however, Cllr Bennett had attended the Play Area, all 		repairs had been carried out and there were no further issues to report.
b)  Cllr Brown advised that herself, Cllr D Ransom and the Clerk had met with a representative from Playdale who had offered a design of the play area together with a quote for new equipment.  The Clerk had also met with a representative from Sovreign Play who were also going to prepare a quote.  The new equipment would be wooden and more in keeping with the environment.  A selection of items were being explored to appeal to a broader age range of users.  The designs would be open to public consultation once all had been received.
		c)  As discussed previously – item 10/21-22
		d)  Fencing and posts had been purchased to protect the saplings at the Recreation Ground.  Thanks were 		extended for the generous donation received from the Robinson Trust for this project.  A new security tap 		would be fitted in due course and a water butt would be installed, with thanks to Claire Skinner and Wickes.
		The Parish Council were also committing to ‘No Mow May’ for the area next to the Pavilion and Memorial 		trees.
		
12/21-22     	HIGHWAYS
		a)  Cllr Beavis confirmed there had not been any issues to report apart from potholes at Seamark Road.  It 		was noted the street cleaner had attended the closed end of the Street.
b)  Highways had been approached to carry out a speed survey, however, this was now subject to charges.  Therefore, it was suggested that prior to this being requested, Paul Valek was contacted for advice with how to proceed and establish the appropriate measures that could be implemented.  Cllr Crow-Brown would contact Paul on behalf of the Parish Council and report back to the Chair/Clerk.  Resident’s views would be sought regarding speeding issues once this information had been received.  
This was proposed by Cllr Brown and Seconded by Cllr Beavis.

13/21-22	DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
		26th July 2021, 7:00pm in the Village Hall.

                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
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