[image: ~AUT0001]
PARISH CLERK: Sara Archer, 204 Monkton St, Monkton, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 4JN 
Tel:01843 821989    E: clerk@monktonparish.co.uk  

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
3rd November 2022 at 7:30pm Monkton Village Hall

Present	Parish Councillors   Gilly Brown – Chair [GB], Davina Ransom [DR], Chris Ransom [CR], Steve Bennett [SB], Jason Button [JB]

In Attendance	Sara Archer – Clerk, KCC Councillor Derek Crow-Brown, plus 10 members of the public.		
	

43/22-23	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received from District Cllrs Reece Pugh and Abi Smith, County Cllr Linda Wright, Community Warden Karl Aylett and PCSO Brandon Greenleaf.
	
44/22-23            	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
		Cllr Ransom declared an interest in item 48/22-23 (a).

45/22-23	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
- A resident advised she had approached Sir Roger Gale regarding the immigrants at Manston, to organise a collection of items to help them.  A list of items such as sanitary products, toiletries and toys is being finalised and will be circulated by social media and on noticeboards for anyone wishing to help.
- It was confirmed there had been no update received regarding the Heyhill Planning Application.  Cllr Pugh was following this up with the Planning Manager.
- It was suggested that Minster could be approached to consider building another access/exit road into their Village.  Following the road closure, and fatal accident at Foxborough Lane, it is apparent that the current infrastructure is not adequate enough to cope with the increasing traffic flow.  It was suggested the new development at Tothill Street may be an ideal opportunity to add an access road.  A mini-roundabout at the access point for the new development will be built next year.
- Farmer Nicola Dyas advised that the public footpath which runs along the side of her field towards the bottom of The Drove had not been ratified by KCC and consequently she had been instructed to leave a right of way diagonally across the field.  However, she would leave the existing footpath in situ for the convenience of residents.  Villagers were reminded not to walk through the farm yard as this is extremely dangerous and would be treated as trespassing.
- The marshes were being drained in preparation of the bad weather, to help alleviate the flood risk.  Pumps were being set up to help with the potential increase in water flow. 
- Following the recent death of ‘Fred’ the swan, residents were encouraged to be vigilant and report any dead birds to Nicola who would remove them safely.
- The Sealink project was discussed.  Pylons would be replaced as per the previous ‘Project Nemo’, with larger pylons.  The impact on the wildlife, geese and migratory birds will be significant and therefore Nicola would be opposing the project.  The Parish Council would look into this project further and comment accordingly.

46/22-23	MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting held on 5th September 2022 as a true record.  These were proposed by Cllr C Ransom and Seconded by Cllr S Bennett and duly signed by the Chair of the meeting.
 		
47/22-23	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
As the Chair was unable to attend the last meeting, she personally welcomed Cllr Jason Button, and thanked Cllr D Ransom for taking the Chair in her absence.	The new play area had now been opened and would be known as ‘Izabella’s Play Park’.  Thanks were extended to all those who had supported the scheme and to the Clerk for securing the various streams of grant funding.
It was noted that a number of houses at the point of the road closure had experienced difficulties with their waste collections.  This was clearly unacceptable and Cllr Reece Pugh would be contacted and asked to follow this up to ensure the waste was collected regularly.					Action SA
The fallen tree at the Recreation Ground and the drainage ditch at the rear of Seamark Close was being cleared and in hand.  Thanks were offered to Nicola Dyas for co-ordinating this.
Residents were reminded a number of Lateral Flow Tests were still available for collection.

48/22-23	FINANCIAL MATTERS
		a)  Members resolved to approve the Schedule of Payments below, which had been previously circulated.  		This was proposed by Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr D Ransom. 
		PKF Littlejohn - Audit Fees		 		£360.00 
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses	 
D. Ransom - Repayment Op London Bridge sundries	 £24.75 
M. Gunton - Repair to defibrillator cabinet	 		£45.00 
Playdale - Remainder payment Play Area	 		£32,674.06 
HMRC - Employee PAYE	 				£315.80 
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses	 		
Landscape Service - Grounds Maintenance	 	£1,620.00 
Unity Trust - Service Fee	 				£18.00 
Westgate TC - Training Course fee	 		£216.67 
Landscape Services - Grounds Maintenance (2021 o/s)	£663.60 
Sunstone Systems - Maintenance fee	 		£1,614.71 
R. Jakeman - Installation of step & safety rail - Pavilion	£270.72 
KALC - Training fee	 				£72.00 
D. Ransom - Tree for QGC project	 		£48.95 
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses	 		
	 	
b) The banking reconciliations for September and October were approved.  
		This was proposed by Cllr C Ransom and seconded by Cllr Brown.

49/22-23	PLANNING 	  					   
		a)  To note Planning Applications:
		F/TH/22/1231 1 Watson Yard, Monkton, Kent, CT12 5HL
Retrospective application for erection of silo and filter unit
No comments
F/TH/22/1286 Office 1, 4 - 5 Invicta Way, Monkton,
Retrospective application for a timber shed and 8no AC units and other equipment within the existing enclosed compound
No comments
TCA/TH/22/1305 Monkton Court Farmhouse , Monkton Court, Monkton
1No Beech (T1) - Reduce by 3m and crown raise by 5m, 1No Lime (T2) – Fell T2 Lime - Remove to ground level
PERMISSION GRANTED
FH/TH/22/1214 - 130 Monkton Street, Monkton
Extension of existing vehicular access 
PERMISSION GRANTED
OL/TH/22/0713 - Land Rear Of 62, Monkton Street, Monkton ** APPLICATION PLANS AMENDED **
Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of 2No 3bed semi detached dwellings with associated access and parking 
PENDING – MPC registered objections

b)  L/TH/22/1016 - 163 Monkton Street, Monkton
Application for Listed Building Consent for installation of internal partition wall at second floor level following removal of cupboard	GRANTED
F/TH/22/1085 - Barn Studio , Canterbury Road, Monkton
Change of use and conversion of an existing artists gallery to a residential dwelling with associated parking PENDING
FH/TH/22/1075 - 60 Monkton Street
Erection of a single storey rear extension   GRANTED
FH/TH/22/1159 - 3 Seamark Close, Monkton
Erection of first floor side extension above garage, single storey front and rear extension together with 1No roof lantern to the rear	GRANTED
		OL/TH/21/0761 - Land Rear Of 92 To 102 Monkton Street Monkton Kent (Heyhill)
Appeal submitted to Planning Inspectorate   PENDING
		F/TH/22/0118 - Land North Of Spit Fire Way And East Of, Columbus Avenue
Erection of 53No. general industrial units with associated access road, parking and landscaping.GRANTED
	
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]		It was noted that building works had started at the barns behind the Church and also 198 Monkton St.





50/22-23	INDIVIDUAL REPORTS
		To receive updates for the following:
a)  County Councillor – 	
Cllr Derek Crow-Brown advised that soaring inflation and increasing demand pressures are affecting KCC’s delivery, from home care to road maintenance, waste disposal to home to school transport. Increased energy and fuel costs are hitting frontline services, from staff travelling to provide domiciliary care to increased energy prices in social care settings.
Around £1.3billion of KCC’s annual budget is subject to inflationary pressures. KCC is seeing the same level of increase on our costs as residents, and we are currently experiencing £70m of unbudgeted inflationary and demand-led pressures this year alone. KCC capital programme is also severely impacted with materials and building costs rocketing by over 30% and the increasing interest rates impacting on any required borrowing.
KCC constantly strive to make the most efficient use of taxpayers’ money to provide the services our residents need most and, since 2010, we have achieved savings in excess of £820 million as we responded to cuts in government funding, coupled with an increase in demand and complexity for many of our services.
However, presenting a balanced budget is getting harder every year and tough calls are inevitable now.

b)  District Councillors – 
Cllr Abi Smith was unable to attend the meeting, however, she submitted the following report:
- Green Doctors Bill surgery is now rescheduled for February and will be better publicised this time!
- At can s October meeting, TDC heard a motion urging for greater engagement with Southern Water on planning consultations, but council declined to debate this
- Council also heard a motion to address the growing housing crisis by urgently providing a facility for temporary accommodation, but this motion was also denied any debate
- There was a small protest last week at the woodpile outside Minster, to coincide with protest at the biomass incinerator at Sandwich.

Cllr Reece Pugh was unable to attend the meeting, however, he submitted the following report:
- Investment Zones - TDC has submitted 3 sites that we hope will be designated as investment zones by DHLUC: Port of Ramsgate, Dreamland, and Manston Airport and wider area (which includes China Gateway and business parks around the airport). The investment zones may lead to a reduction in business rates to encourage more businesses to set up in the district and we will wait to see if we have been successful for any of these sites. It’s our understanding that the investment zones are not an excuse to build more housing.
- Manston Detention Centre - Sir Roger Gale MP has been dealing with this directly and the issues of overcrowding should reduce over the coming days.

c)  Parish Councillors – Nothing to report.
d)  PCSO – A report of ‘No report’ was submitted, however, at least one serious incident had been brought to the attention of the Parish Council.  It was noted that Hare Coursing had also taken place in the village.
e)  Community Warden – Karl Aylett was unable to attend, however, he submitted the following report:
The only issue I have to report is the Caravans on the A299 farm road. I have been joint working with T.D.C  Enforcement and K.C.C. Gypsy and traveller team.  T.D.C have issued fines to one of the caravans and are continuing to work with the other.  Notice was served last week and we are looking to find an alternative approved location.  This is a homeless issue not a traveller situation the occupant of the second caravan is keen to move and is working with us .
Winter will be with us soon if any Monkton residents are concerned for their welfare or the welfare of a neighbour, please encourage them to contact  me and I will do my best to help .

51/22-23	RECREATION GROUND
a)  The installation of the assisted mobility equipment and step at the Pavilion had now been completed.
b)  Cllrs Brown and Davina Ransom were leading on the project to plant trees under the Queen’s Green Canopy initiative. The suggested planting date was 19th November and all trees would be mapped for future reference.  Tree stakes and a planting map would be circulated to all individuals/groups involved.

52/22-23	PLAY AREA
a) A written inspection report had not been completed, however, the equipment had been visually inspected on a weekly basis with no issues of concern.   It had been noted that a small fire had been set in the new play area, which was extremely disappointing, but luckily the damage was superficial.  
b) The overgrowth of brambles had now been cut back and sprayed with weedkiller.  It had been noted during the inspection of the overhanging branches of the goat willow tree adjacent to the play area, that it was diseased and due to the safety risk, was in need of felling.  This would be carried out by Landscape Services in due course.



53/22-23     	MONKTON FOOTBALL CLUB
The Chair explained that a meeting had been called with representatives of the Football Club in order to discuss a number of concerns which been raised.  Some resolutions had been made at the meeting, the parking issues were a priority to be addressed, and cars were forbidden to park on the grass of the Recreation Ground.  The request for installing a defibrillator outside of the Pavilion had been considered and approved with the understanding that it would be the total responsibility of the Football Club to maintain and monitor it’s use.
Further issues which arose from the meeting would be discussed during the closed session.

54/22-23	HIGHWAYS
a)  Cllr Crow-Brown had followed up a number of issues concerning the resident’s living opposite the development site.  He was sincerely thanked for his intervention, however, unfortunately most of the repercussions following the closure had been unavoidable.  The Clerk would contact Cllr Pugh to request that the waste collections were not missed in future.					Action SA
b)  The options for the location of the defibrillator finger sign were discussed.  It was agreed that it was not practical to install a sign at this time, and confirmed that the emergency services were aware of the location and would be able to assist as necessary.
c)  Cllr Crow-Brown was thanked for his assistance with regard to the flooding issues at the area near 62 Monkton St.  The soak away had been located and the outlet would be cleared in due course.
Nicola Dyas had been instrumental in organising the clearance of the drainage ditch at the rear of Seamark Close.  Overgrowth had been removed in order for the diggers to gain access to clear the ditch. 
d)  The Chair presented the Highways Improvement Plan which had been previously circulated.  The kerbing at Willets Hill, Speeding/Traffic control at Minster Rd, Acol and A258 beside the Nature Reserve had been included in the Plan.  This would be forwarded to Nicola Carter, KCC for consideration and the Clerk would update at the next meeting.							Action SA

The Clerk advised she had reported the damaged and missing signs at Millers Lane.  TDC would be replacing the signs as soon as possible.

Nicola Dyas expressed her frustration at the cars which parked at the bell mouth of the access track to her farm and the recreation ground.  The parking was particularly bad during school drop off/pick up times.  The cars parked inconsiderately and at times, not allowing farm vehicles gain access or exit along the track.  Resident’s were reminded the concrete track was not a public road.
It was suggested a letter was sent to the School to request parents not to park inconsiderately or blocking the access road.										Action SA 

55/22-23	BUS SERVICE UPDATE
Cllr D Ransom advised she was working to try and get the no 9 bus re-routed to enable users to travel from Monkton to Minster and vice-versa, directly and not via an hourly circular route which was currently in place. To date, she had not received a response from Stagecoach, despite numerous attempts at contacting them.  Cllr Crow-Brown would approach KCC on behalf of the Parish Council to request their intervention.

56/22-23	DATES OF THE NEXT MEETINGS
The next meeting would be held on, 9th January 2023, 7:00pm in the Village Hall.
Future meetings: 2023
6th March, 8th May, 3rd July, 4th Sept, 6th Nov

57/22-23	EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC
Under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public were excluded by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.



The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9:20pm.

                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
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