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PARISH CLERK: Sara Archer, 204 Monkton St, Monkton, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 4JN 
Tel:01843 821989    E: clerk@monktonparish.co.uk  

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and 
Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 
15th May 2023 at 7:00pm Monkton Methodist Church

Present	Parish Councillors   Gilly Brown [GB], Davina Ransom [DR], Jason Button [JB]

In Attendance	Sara Archer – Clerk, District Cllrs Abi Smith & Sam Bambridge, KCC Councillor Derek Crow-Brown plus 3 members of the public.		
	
The Chair opened the meeting, welcomed everyone and thanked them for their attendance.  Congratulations were passed on to Cllr Abi Smith for her re-election as District Councillor, and to the newly elected Cllrs Sam Bambridge and Abi-Leigh Barlow.

Annual Parish Meeting

Members of the public were invited to make comments and raise any concerns they would like the Parish council to address.
The Parish Council were congratulated for their engagement and support to the Football Club in recent months and working together to make the fireworks evening a success.

Annual Parish Council Meeting

01/23-24	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr Gilly Brown was nominated to be elected as Chairman, this was proposed by Cllr Davina Ransom and seconded by Cllr Jason Button, all were in favour.

02/23-24	ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
Cllr Davina Ransom was nominated to be elected as Vice-Chair by Cllr Gilly Brown, this was seconded by Cllr Jason Button, all were in favour.

03/23-24	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
		Apologies had been received from KCC Cllr Lind Wright and District Cllr Abi-Leigh Barlow.
	
04/23-24            	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
		Acceptance of Office forms were completed.  No interests were declared.
	
05/23-24	MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting held on 6th March 2023 and Annual Parish Meeting on 9th May 2022 as a true record.  These were proposed by 
Cllr Ransom and Seconded by Cllr Button and duly signed by the Chair.
 		
06/23-24	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Cllr Brown thanked the Councillors for their vote of support in re-electing her as Chair, and offered her gratitude to Cllr Ransom for her support in the past year.
Cllr Brown reiterated her congratulations to the District Councillors on their election to represent the Villages.  The Parish Council would look forward to working together over the coming four years.
It was confirmed that, as with most local Parish Councils, Monkton’s election was uncontested as there were insufficient candidates for an election. Therefore, along with herself, Cllrs Davina Ransom and Jason Button stand re-elected.  The remaining two vacancies will be filled by Co-option.
Cllr Brown expressed her disappointment in the lack of candidates that stood for election in the Village as expectations of the Parish Council are high but seemingly few people are prepared to contribute to the work of the Council which ultimately is about looking after the best interests of the village – an aim shared by all.
Expressions of interest in the Co-option process were welcomed and encouraged. 
Thanks and congratulations were expressed to everyone involved with the Coronation celebrations.  The Parish Council had received positive feedback about the Firework evening.  The celebrations would be reviewed during item 10, however, Del & Pete were thanked for hosting the TV broadcast in the Village Hall, which was greatly appreciated, together with the many villagers who hung out their bunting and flags creating a real sense of patriotism and celebration... none more so than Brenda, Monkton’s media star, and her magnificent crown!

07/23-24	CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS
As stated previously, two positions were now vacant on the Parish Council.  
Regrettably, Steve Bennett had missed the deadline for submission of his election paperwork, however, he was eager to remain on the Parish Council, and was therefore Co-opted into one of the positions with immediate effect.
Notices would be placed in the usual ways to advertise the remaining vacancy.		Action SA

08/23-24	FINANCIAL MATTERS
		a)  Members resolved to approve the Schedule of Payments below, which had been previously circulated.  		This was proposed by Cllr Button and seconded by Cllr Bennett. 
		S. Archer - Repayment for Fireworks TEN - TDC 	£21.00 
Zurich - Insurance renewal	 		£698.82 
Unity Trust - Service Fee	 			£18.00 
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses	
Commercial Services - Grounds Maintenance	£1,122.00 
HMRC - Employee PAYE	 			£341.60 
Village Hall Hire Fee	 			£25.00
	 	b) The banking reconciliations for March and April were approved.  
		This was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Button.
c)  The Clerk offered a short explanation of the income and expenditure for the Parish Council.  Information would be available on the website.  The accounts for year ending 2022-23 were approved, and Sections 1 & 2 of the Annual Return were duly signed.
This was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Brown.
		
09/23-24	PLANNING 	  					   
		a)  To note Planning Applications and subsequent decisions.
		F/TH/23/0299 - Land To The Rear Of 146 To 150, Monkton Street, Monkton
Erection of 1no. 5bed detached dwelling with detached car port	APPLICATION AMENDED
		Objections raised, it was also noted that objections had been submitted by the Internal Drainage Board.

F/TH/23/0461 - Land North Of Spitfire Way And East Of, Columbus Avenue, RAMSGATE
Variation of conditions of 2, 14, 16 and 25 of planning permission F/TH/22/0118 for the "Erection of 53No. general industrial units with associated access road, parking and landscaping" to allow alterations to layout to accommodate changes in levels and drainage
F/TH/23/0444 - Land West Of, Invicta Way, Monkton
Erection of a commercial unit.
F/TH/23/0514 - Land North Of Spitfire Way And East Of, Columbus Avenue, RAMSGATE
Erection of part 2-storey, part single storey building for office (use class E(g)(i)), research and development (use class E(g)(ii), and storage use (use class B8), with first floor roof terrace and solar panels to roof, together with associated parking, landscaping, installation of plant and substation,
and vehicular access onto Spitfire Way
The above applications were industrial and therefore, assumed within permitted development, therefore the Parish Council defer to TDC.  It was noted that the landscaping and parking issues should be raised when submitting comments to the planning department.

b) F/TH/22/1231 1 Watson Yard, Monkton, Kent, CT12 5HL	GRANTED
PN12/TH/23/0045 – 1 Watson Yard, Monkton CT12 5HL		GRANTED
FH/TH/23/0095 - Caxton , Seamark Road, Birchington		GRANTED
TPO/TH/23/0274 - 2 Monkton Manor , Monkton Street		GRANTED
FH/TH/23/0331 - 83 Monkton Street, Monkton			GRANTED
FH/TH/23/0326 - L/TH/23/0327 - 3 Gore Street Farm Cottages 	GRANTED
		
10/23-24	KING’S CORONATION CELEBRATIONS
As previously noted, the fireworks event had been a huge success, and thanks had been welcomed from the Football Club for the support they had received.  The Pavilion had been well maintained, and the refreshments provided were ideal for such an occasion.  The Clerk would write to the Football Club to acknowledge their contribution to the success of the evening.  				Action SA
The actual fireworks display was exceptional, and discussion took place regarding the potential to make it a regular event.  It was suggested a poll was conducted on Facebook to gauge the villages response to holding another similar evening.
											Action JB



11/23-24	INDIVIDUAL REPORTS
		To receive updates for the following:
a)  County Councillor – Cllr Derek Crow-Brown congratulated the Parish Councillors on their re-election and echoed the positive comments regarding the Coronation celebrations.  Cllr Crow-Brown continued to press the Director for Transport to meet on site and discuss the current infrastructure issues experienced in the villages.
James Wraight – KCC had presented the plans for the North Thanet Link Road to members.  Concerns were raised regarding the environmental impact of the continued development at Columbus Avenue, and lack of infrastructure to compensate the expansion of the industrial site.
Cllr Crow-Brown reported that he had challenged the allocation of Section 106 monies which could be used to improve the village schools, to areas outside of the villages and enquiries were being made.

b)  District Councillors – Cllr Abi Smith endorsed the importance of community engagement with Parish Councils.  Cllr Smith promoted the implementation of Neighbourhood Plans, particularly for villages, and suggested a collaborative Plan could be produced for all of the villages.
Residents were encouraged to report any drainage, sewage or water supply issues to Cllr Smith in order for her to evidence the growing problem with the Stakeholder Engagement Officer at Southern Water, who she had approached, and requested the Company commented more fully on changes to the system and waste water solutions.  Southern Water had committed to make stronger representations to planning applications, however, this was yet to be evidenced.

Cllr Sam Bambridge introduced herself.  She advocated the reinstatement of Manston Airport which would improve the economy of the area, providing much needed jobs and industry.  She was also passionate against unnecessary housing developments and concerned about the insufficient infrastructure currently in place. 

c)  Parish Councillors – Cllr Bennett had been making arrangements for a self-closing mechanism to be fitted onto the gate of the Play Area.  
Cllr Button would explore options for more community events to be arranged at the Recreation Ground following on from the success of the Coronation celebrations.
Cllr Ransom advised she would no longer be attending the CPRE meetings.  Representation for external Committee’s and Meetings would be appointed at the next meeting.
Cllr Brown confirmed the last Thanet Area Committee meeting had been cancelled, a new date was to be arranged.
		d)  PCSO – No report available.
		e)  Community Warden – No report available.

12/23-24	RECREATION GROUND
The growth of ragwort at the Recreation Ground was discussed.  It was not currently obvious where the plant was growing, however, the flower heads would be removed as soon as they were apparent, and the regrowth would be monitored. 
				
It was noted the perimeter fencing near the ‘Heyhill’ site required repair, and a wooded sleeper in front of the Pavilion had been damaged and needed to be replaced.
The growth of brambles in the Recreation Ground would be monitored and dealt with accordingly.
The Football Club would be contacted and asked to paint the containers which were looking unkempt.  It was agreed the Parish Council would supply the necessary paint.				Action SA

13/23-24	PLAY AREA
		A written inspection report had been completed by Cllr Bennett with no issues to note.
Attempts had been made to fit the self-closing mechanism on the gate, however, the unit needed to be adjusted and is hand.
It was noted a couple of signs regarding dogs needed to be reattached to the fencing of the play area.

14/23-24     	HIGHWAYS
Cllr Brown confirmed the consultation regarding the North Thanet Link had been publicised on the noticeboards and facebook page.  Residents were encouraged to comment on the plans and a presentation evening regarding the scheme, was being held in Birchington on 1st June 2023. 
The overgrowth on the verges at Willets Hill had been noted and the Clerk would contact Landscape Services and ask for the area to be cut back as soon as possible.				Action SA
The leaking manhole opposite the Nature Reserve had been reported, Southern Water were due to repair the leak in due course.
The consultation on the ‘Heyhill’ road scheme had not yet commenced, however, this would be closely monitored to ensure comments could be made as soon as practicable.



15/23-24	DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be held on 10th July 2023, 7:00pm in the Methodist Church.

Future meetings:  4th September (Apologies noted Cllr Brown), 6th November 2023.


The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8:25pm.



                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
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