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PARISH CLERK: Sara Archer, 204 Monkton St, Monkton, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 4JN 
Tel:01843 821989    E: clerk@monktonparish.co.uk  

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
21st July 2020 at 6:30pm via zoom.

Present	Parish Councillors   Gilly Brown [GB], Davina Ransom [DR], Chris Ransom [CR], Claire Beavis [CB], Steve Bennett [SB]

In Attendance	Sara Archer – Clerk, District Cllrs David Hart & Reece Pugh, County Cllr Liz Hurst plus 8 members of the public.		
	

11/20-21	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
		Cllr Trevor Roper

12/20-21	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
		No interests were declared.  
		
13/20-21	PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
		Members of the public were given the opportunity to raise any concerns/comments that would not be 		addressed during the main business of the agenda.
		- Concern regarding the recent siting of a caravan at The Orchard development was raised.  When 		inappropriate comments were made, the Chairman intervened and silenced the speaker accordingly.
		- The meeting were informed that a member of the Countryside Trust would be evaluating Fullers 			Field (Heyhill) as a wildlife meadow. 
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14/20-21	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the previous Virtual Parish Council meeting held on 8th June 2020 as a true record.  These were proposed by Cllr C Ransom and Seconded by Cllr Bennett and duly signed by the Chair.
		
15/20-21	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Cllr Gilly Brown began her report confirming the health consequences of Covid have been mercifully low key here in Monkton and the other Thanet Villages and wished everyone a safe and healthy return to a more social and active life.
It was reported that the Recreation Ground Play Area had now been reopened.  A Covid-19 guidance notice re: hand sanitizing, social distancing etc. had been placed on the perimeter fence.
In view of villagers varying views on whether bonfires were allowed or not, it was agreed that information notices were placed on the village boards, based on TDC advice.  However, on reading TDC’s website, the information provided is contradictory, therefore, in view of this lack of clarity, notices were not produced.
With the green bin collection reinstated, and easier access to the recycling centres, the problem does seem to have eased.
The new Parish website had been set up and was now live, however, the previous one needed to be removed, the Clerk would contact the providers and ask for it to be shut down with immediate effect.
Cllr Brown also confirmed TDC have now voted through the Local Plan.

16/20-21	FINANCIAL MATTERS
a)  Members resolved to approve the Schedule of Payments which had been previously circulated as below.  	This was proposed by Cllr C Ransom and seconded by Cllr D Ransom.
		CS Heating - Boiler Service at Pavilion	 £80.00 
		S. Archer - Clerks Salary & Expenses
		Wicksteed - Play Area Safety Inspection	 £96.00
		b)  The annual contribution towards the village newsletter was discussed.  It was confirmed the 			average cost of the production of the newsletter had risen by approximately £50 per month.  
		RESOLVED: It was proposed to support the magazine and increase the contribution from the 		Parish Council to £500 per year.  Proposed: Cllr Brown, Seconded: Cllr Beavis.
		c) The end of year audit was circulated for approval.  No comments were made.
		RESOLVED: To approve the end of year Audit for 2019/20. Proposed: Cllr C Ransom, 			Seconded: Cllr Bennett.
 
17/20-21	PLANNING
		A list of current Planning Applications had previously been circulated to the Cllrs.  All applications 			and decisions available online via the TDC website.  
		
		F/TH/20/0165 - Brooksend Service Station, Canterbury Road, BIRCHINGTON, Kent
		Change of use of part of petrol filling station to hand car wash and valet centre with ancillary 			waiting room and coffee shop (sui generis), following removal of petrol pumps
		Environment Agency, Southern Water, Environment Protection Agency etc.. comments taken into 		account.  MPC to defer decision to TDC Officers.

		F/TH/20/0616 – Land West Of, Invicta Way, Ramsgate, Kent
		Erection of 22No two storey mixed use commercial units
		Highways concerns regarding parking/loading etc… MPC to defer decision to TDC Officers.

b) The Clerk confirmed she had contacted the Enforcement Officer at TDC regarding the on-going works at The White Stag and was still awaiting a response.  She would continue to chase.												Action SA

18/20-21	INDIVIDUAL REPORTS
a)  County Councillor – Cllr Hurst confirmed the response from KCC towards the covid pandemic had been extremely positive.  Hand gels and masks would potentially become available for those who need them, Cllr Hurst to be contacted with requirements.
b)  District Councillor – Cllr Pugh advised that play areas and parks had reopened across Thanet which had been a welcome move.  
Green bins and waste collections have been reinstated and bins are available for those who need them.  Cllr Pugh encouraged resident’s to inform him of any continuous missed collections.
KCC waste sites now allow resident’s to book four slots per month.
The Local Plan has now been voted through by TDC.
Manston Airport DCO has been granted leading to an increase in employment and investment in the area. Riveroak will be offering training and apprenticeships and has pledged £100,000 to the tree initiative.  Cllr Pugh also advised that Ramsgate Town Council has voted to donate £10,000 towards a judicial review into the Airport.
		Birchington Parish Council have raised concerns regarding Brooksend Service Station which will be 		followed up by Cllr Pugh.
		
		Cllr David Hart was present but did not offer a report.

19/20-21	RECREATION GROUND
a) A monthly written report had been received.  The Clerk would contact Wicksteed for a quote to replace the toddler swing seats.								Action SA
A lady interested in holding a Zumba class in the Grounds had approached the Parish Council. A hire agreement would be put together.
b) The door on the waste bin had been reported a number of times by the Clerk but no response had been received from TDC.  Cllr Beavis would continue to chase.				Action CB
c) Cllrs had considered a complaint received from a Seamark Close resident regarding overgrown brambles in the Rec Ground behind his garden fence. It was agreed the resident should be offered permission to cut the overgrowth himself, but as it is a wildlife area, any cutting back should be limited to the area immediately behind his fence only. The Clerk would respond accordingly	Action SA
d) Dog fouling signs had been produced by pupils at the School and would be laminated and posted around the village.									Action SB
e) Consideration was given to lowering the barriers on the access track to the Recreation Ground.  It was discussed, however, it was agreed to leave them in situ at the moment. 
						
20/20-21	MONKTON FOOTBALL CLUB
		Discussion took place regarding the email received from the Chairman of the Football club requesting 		consideration was given to reducing the rent due to the financial impact of the covid restrictions.  
		RESOLVED: It 	was agreed to offer a reduction of four months which would be paid in two 			instalments. Proposed: Cllr Bennet, Seconded: Cllr Brown.

21/20-21	HIGHWAYS  
		Cllr Beavis confirmed she would continue to chase TDC to replace the bin door at the Recreation 			Ground.

		Cllr D Ransom advised she had reported a damaged gas pipeline marker along Millers Lane.

		b) The installation of no parking signs at the bell mouth of the concrete farm track was discussed.  It 		was suggested the landowner were approached for permission for signs to be erected.
		No parking notices for placing on cars were also suggested, along with painted notices on the road 		however, it was considered a formal notice would be more appropriate. 
		The Clerk would contact the landowner to request permission.				Action SA

22/20-21	FOOTPATHS
		a) The overgrown footpaths were discussed.  It was considered to be the landowners responsibility to 		maintain the public footpaths and keep them clear. Cllr D Ransom would approach the landowner to 		cut back the overgrowth.								Action DR
		b) Horse riding in the village in inappropriate areas was discussed.  It was agreed that the issue would 		be monitored and no further action should be taken at the moment.

		Missed waste collection at Millers Lane was reported. Cllr Pugh would follow up the issue.

		VJ Day celebrations had been planned on 15th August.  The church bell would be rung 75 times at 		11:10hrs after the declaration of peace. Residents were encouraged to have a garden picnic as 			before for VE day. 


The meeting closed at approximately 20:05hrs.






                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
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