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PARISH CLERK: Sara Archer, 204 Monkton St, Monkton, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 4JN 
Tel:01843 821989    E: clerk@monktonparish.co.uk  

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held on 2nd July 2026 at 7:00pm Monkton Village Hall

Present	Parish Councillors   Gilly Brown [GB], Davina Ransom [DR], Andy Kershaw [AK]

In Attendance	Sara Archer – Clerk, KCC Cllr Luke Evans, District Cllr Abi Smith, Community Warden Gary Groombridge, Jamie Smith & David Mills – Monkton Football Club, plus 8 members of the public.		
	

15/26-27	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from Cllr Jason Button, PC Owen Crush and Cllr Peter Evans.
	
16/26-27            	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
		None declared.
	
		PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
- Concern regarding the potholes and deterioration of the side of the road at Will Hill was raised. The issue was discussed, members were advised that when approached previously, KCC would not support the installation of kerbstones.	Cllr Kershaw confirmed these issues had been reported online to KCC, he would continue to chase an outcome.								Action AK
- A resident from Seamark Close advised that following the recent heavy rainfall, she had reported the blocked drains at the bottom of the Close, however, the drains at the junction of the Close/Monkton Street required attention. Cllr Brown confirmed that KCC would be contacted and asked to investigate the drains and the drainage ditch behind Seamark Clos to ensure there were no blockages evident. Cllr Luke Evans offered to attend the road with the resident to monitor the issue and would report direct to the drainage team accordingly.
- A resident advised she had reported the overgrown ivy on the telegraph pole adjacent to the School, following the recent damage to her power cable. Cllr Kershaw confirmed he had bee in contact with UK Power Networks who had advised they would be sending an engineer to investigate the issue and clear the ivy. Cllr Kershaw would continue to follow up the issue with UKPN.				Action AK
- The overgrowth along the access track to the Recreation Ground was discussed. The Clerk would contact the landowner and ask them to address the issue.						Action SA

17/26-27	MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting held on 7th May 2026 as a true record.  These were proposed by Cllr Brown and Seconded by Cllr Ransom and duly signed by the Chair of the meeting.
 		
18/26-27	PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY
Cllr Brown explained that due to Councillor commitments and leave, the interviews for the vacancy had been unavoidably delayed. A provisional date had been arranged for 30th July subject to venue availability.

19/26-27	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Cllr Brown thanked villagers for attending and supporting the Parish Council.  She welcomed Cllr Kershaw as the new Vice-Chair, and expressed her thanks to Cllr Ransom for her support and fair mindedness as the retiring Vice Chair.
The recent vandalism at the Recreation Ground was noted. Cllr Brown expressed her disappointment in the senseless act, indicating that the community has to pay for the damage created, a frustrating and needless expenditure.
All other issues would be covered under the agenda.

20/26-27	INDIVIDUAL REPORTS
		To receive updates for the following:
a) County Councillor – Cllr Luke Evans reported as follows:
Kent County Council is to set up a Kent Water Resilience Partnership Chaired by the council leader Linden Kamkaren to bring together the water companies, local authorities, regulators and stakeholders, with a view to working together to solve the current water supply and sewerage problems. Thanet had several water outages towards the end of May and there was even a sewage discharge into the sea even though we had no rain so it is about time that somebody has taken leadership on this very important issue that is affecting all of us.

Next month there will be a Fly Tipping Conference. This will bring together Councils,  Enforcement Bodies, Police, Local Land Owners and Farmers. In Kent 2.5 thousand tons of rubbish are fly tipped each year at a cost of £345,000 to Councils and Land Owners to clean up. Birchington and Rural is particularly badly affected by fly tipping so I am hoping to attend this conference to lobby for better protections for our residents.

A new library has opened in Folkestone. This is the first new library to open in Kent for 14 years and has marked a turnaround in the decline of libraries under the last administration. This commitment is the start of a county wide refurbishment of our libraries and was high on the list of what people said they wanted when asked. We have already refurbished and reopened 4 libraries this year including Cliftonville which had its official reopening today (2nd June). When we took over KCC in 2025 37 libraries were earmarked for closure under the previous administration. We haven’t closed a single library, have refurbished old ones and opened a completely new one.  

The start of repairs to the A299 are to start the first week in June. This work is to try to solve the geological problems that have plagued this main artery into Thanet in recent years. As I have been lobbying for this stretch of road to be repaired for months now, including a question to the Cabinet Holder in Full Council, I will be attending the works to see the full extent of the damage/disrepair for myself.

The council voted in favour in May to recite the Lord’s Prayer at the start of all Full Council meetings and to sing the National Anthem at the end of every Full Council Meeting. The intention of this is one of inclusion and all are welcome to participate should they want to. For me, this was something that I felt very strongly about delivering on as I am a Christian and feel that our Christian values have been somewhat diluted in recent years in the UK. Christian values are a part of British Values so I very much look forward to putting it front and centre at KCC from now onwards.

b) District Councillors – Cllr Abi Smith reported as follows:
PSPO approved by TDC Cabinet From Wednesday 1 July, targeted restrictions will be in place to curb alcohol-related disorder, public urination, and defecation, for a period of three years. 

Councillors agree Margate Town Council following overwhelming public support. Proposals to set up a brand-new town council for Margate were agreed by Councillors at an Extraordinary Council meeting held on Thursday 18 June 2026.

Waste Management motion denied debate: Sadly, on the same occasion TDC councillors did not see fit to allow debate or discussion of a cross-party motion in relation to the poor performance of Waste Management services following the introduction of Simpler Recycling procedures in May. I will update you following the Overview & Scrutiny meeting on 14th July, where the Director of Environment will report. 

Toured Margate Digital Campus Impressive facility for video production, available to students from 2026. 

15/6/26 Local Plan timetable published: https://www.thanet.gov.uk/info-pages/notice-to-commence-local-plan-preparation/ 

Spitfire Way vehicle Workshop Project: Contract to be awarded via a competitive open process for delivery of the Spitfire Way vehicle Workshop Project with a construction value of circa £980k and a total estimated project value of £1.310m. TDC is transferring £525,000 from its Manston environmental and infrastructure budget to help fund the relocation and refurbishment of its street cleansing and vehicle fleet workshop at Spitfire Way. 

Motion to TDC re green space protection: Having written to all Villages clerks and chairs, it seems that most suitable sites are owned by the local parishes rather than TDC, which limits the relevance of this motion. Should the parishes wish to apply for Village Green status they can do so directly via a form from KCC.

Cllr Peter Evans was not in attendance, however, he submitted a report which is appended to the minutes.

c)  Parish Councillors – Cllr Ransom advised the Thanet Rural Regeneration Group was still in the process of being formally disbanded with the funding held being distributed accordingly.

d)  Kent Police – PC Owen Crush was on leave and unable to attend the meeting.

e)  Community Warden – Gary Groombridge reported as follows:
- Continue to support the residents who attend the Well-being group held in Monkton Village Hall. 
- Visual Presence in Monkton, including the recreation ground.
- Contact the Foxhunter holiday park to tell them about resident parking concerns and to invite them to the Parish Council Meeting so they can have a chance to speak to the residents. 
- I have been contacted by another resident over concerns about possible Foxhunter vehicles parked opposite the Holiday Park, making it difficult for the resident to access the bridleway. 
I explained, I have asked the management to attend the Parish Council Meeting so they can speak to the local residents. 
- Pop in and see a resident located in Monkton. 
- No referrals have come to my attention.
- Fly tipping on the Old Canterbury top Road. That runs from Minster to Monkton. nitrous oxide canisters, and asbestos. It’s been reported To TDC street scene. I have asked if they can do a regular check as it’s a problematic area. 

21/26-27	RECREATION GROUND & PLAY AREA
a) A written inspection report had been completed by Cllr Kershaw.
Weed growth through the matting was noted.  Neil the handyman is sourcing the bracket for the fence, in order to carry out the repairs.
The benches will be relocated from under the trees – one to be located along the fence adjacent to car park, second to be located along the fence adjacent to entry gate.
Repairs to swing in hand.
Noted the spinner has required tightening regularly. Neil continuing to monitor.
b) David Mills – MFC Manager advised that the Pitch Power report had been submitted as far as possible. Soil samples were being provided for assessment and the grant application would follow.
c) It was noted that the vandalism incidents had not been reported by the Football Club due to a misunderstanding between themselves. The damaged floodlights would be replaced.
d) The Clerk advised that the memorial benches had been purchased by the Attwell family. Neil, the Minster handyman would be installing them in the locations previously agreed.
e) This item was deferred to the next meeting.

22/26-27	PLANNING 	  					   
		a)  To note any new Planning Applications.
b)  To receive an update on previous applications:
OL/TH/24/1460 - Land South Of, Monkton Street, Monkton, Kent	PENDING
Further objection to the highways scheme submitted. Traffic data pending.
F/TH/26/0281 and F/TH/25/0697 – The Foxhunter Caravan Park, Monkton Street, Monkton
Ricky Turner had been invited to attend the meeting, and gave an outline of the proposal to modernise the existing buildings and build a raised platform for sunloungers.
The parking issues were discussed. Ricky was keen to resolve the problem of the commercial vehicles which were parked opposite the caravan site, causing visibility issues. He explained that it was a park licence requirement that prohibited commercial vehicles to park on site. Following a lengthy discussion, it was agreed that a meeting would be arranged between the TDC licensing department, Parish Council, Foxhunter representatives and Community Warden.					Action SA
The overlooking aspect of the application and noise nuisance issues were also discussed.  Ricky explained that the terrace would be for sunbathing and adults only. It had been sound tested and music would be turned off at 8pm. Their aim was to provide an exclusive five star caravan park.
		
23/26-27     	HIGHWAYS
a) Cllr Kershaw advised of the following updates:
- Potholes at Willets Hill reported for repair, will chase.
- The drain cleansing at Seamark Close would be reported.					Action AK

b) Advice had been sought from PC Crush regarding the use of the inconsiderate parking notices. It was considered and agreed that the Parish Council would not endorse their use due to potential implications.											Action SA

24/26-27	FINANCIAL MATTERS
		a)  Members resolved to approve the Schedule of Payments below, which had been previously circulated.  		This was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Kershaw. 
		T. Kilbee - Internal Audit	 			£100.00 
SNS - Domain hosting fee	 		£40.54 
Commercial Services - Grounds maintenance	£635.84 
Hugofox - DD website hosting	 		£11.99 
Playdale - spare parts	 			£78.19 
Unity Trust - Service charge	 		£7.00 
NEST - Clerk's pension	  
SNS - Domain hosting	 			£94.54 
SLCC - Clerk's membership	 	£253.00 
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses	
Javes security - alarm service	 	£90.00 
ATS - Payroll services	 		£66.00 
Hugofox - website hosting fee	 	£11.99 
HMRC - Employee PAYE 
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses	
NEST - Clerk's pension	 
Receipts:	
MFC - Lease payment	 		£208.00 
MFC - Lease payment	 		£208.00 
HMRC - VAT reclaim	 		£2,693.64

	 	b) The banking reconciliations for May and June were approved.  
		This was proposed by Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr Kershaw.

c)  The Clerk advised that an application for a grant from KCC community members fund had been submitted, towards upgrading the CCTV equipment. Logistics of upgrading the system were being considered.
		
d) The Chair outlined the Pride in Place Funding Scheme, a government funded initiative to regenerate and revitalise community spaces. The application had been submitted to refurbish the Chapel. A decision was expected during the week commencing 6th July.

25/26-27	COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN
Cllr Ransom advised that volunteers had been requested, however, little response had been received, therefore it was decided not to continue with the development of a Resilience Plan.

26/26-27	DATES OF THE NEXT MEETINGS
Future Parish Council meetings would be held on 27th August, 5th Nov, 7pm Monkton Village Hall


The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8:15pm.



































APPENDIX

Item 20/26-27 (b)

REPORT FROM DISTRICT CLLR PETER EVANS
1. New Antisocial Behaviour Powers (PSPO)
A new Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) takes effect on Wednesday, 1 July 2026. The order, designed to last for 3 years, includes: 
· Alcohol bans: A year-round blanket ban on consuming alcohol in targeted areas of Margate High Street and Ramsgate High Street.
· Disorder control: Prohibitions on alcohol-related nuisance across multiple mapped areas of Margate, Cliftonville West, Ramsgate, and Broadstairs.
· Public urination: A ban on urinating or defecating in any public place (other than serviced public conveniences). 
2. "Simpler Recycling" Disruptions
Following delays and disruptions in the waste rollout, councillors on the Overview and Scrutiny Panel met to review the situation. An extraordinary meeting has been scheduled to formally address the service issues. 
3. Full Council Meeting (July 2026) 
An ordinary meeting of the Full Council is scheduled for Thursday, 9 July 2026. Residents and members of the press are permitted to ask questions at this session, provided submissions are made correctly and in advance per the council's guidelines.
4. Local Plan and Strategy Consultations
Following the recent approval of the New Local Plan 2026 timeline, the council is preparing scoping consultations for a long-term development blueprint. Additionally, public feedback collected regarding the district's natural environment will be reviewed by the Cabinet in August 2026.


                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
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